Incidence of Offline and Online Sexuai Violence Victimization in Japan

OBJECTIVE: Despite ongoing global concerns about sexual violence victimization (WHO,
2014), the advent of technology has introduced a new dimension with reports of online
incidents (Powell & Henry, 2019). Social networking services, especially with image-based
harassment, are contributing to the prevalence of this issue. This study focuses on reporting

the incidence of both traditional offline and online sexual violence victimization in Japan.

METHODS: A total of 438 participants (mean age 36.09 years, SD = 8.67) were recruited
through an Internet research firm. The Sexual Experiences Survey Short Form Victimization
(SES-SFV; Koss et al., 2007) and Technology Facilitated Sexual Violence Victimization
(TFSV-V; Powell & Henry, 2016) scales were utilized. The TFSV-V was expanded with 15
new items to capture evolving technology and societal changes. RESUL TS: Of the 438
respondents, 23.06% (77 females: mean age 35.70, SD = 8.09; 24 males: mean age 32.75,
SD = 8.79) had experienced either offline or online sexual violence victimization, 3.42% (13
females: mean age 36.23, SD = 9.64; 2 males: mean age 28.00, SD = 4.24) experienced only
the offline type, 12.58% (39 females: mean age 36.41, SD = 7.99; 16 males: mean age 35.44,
SD = 9.41). 7.08% (25 females: mean age 34.32, SD = 7.53; 6 males: mean age 27.17, SD =
4.07) had experienced both.

CONCLUSIONS: The results of this study showed that the number of those who had
experienced online-type sexual violence victimization exceeded the number of those who had
experienced offline-type sexual violence victimization. With technology's continuous
development, the number of victims is anticipated to rise. Future efforts should differentiate
trauma symptoms stemming from online and offline sexual violence victimization to guide

appropriate treatment strategies.



’ Sexual violence is still a global problem that needs to be solved.

@ With the development of technology, online sexual violence victimization experiences have also been reported.
L However, there are few studies on online sexual violence victimization experiences.

’ This study focuses on reports of traditional offline and online sexual violence victimization in Japan.

Participan
Forty-three hundred and thirty-eight participants (mean age 36.09 years, SD = 8.67).

Measures

® The Sexual Experiences Survey Short Form Victimization (SES-SFV; Koss et al., 2007)

® Technology Facilitated Sexual Violence Victimization (TFSV-V; Powell & Henry, 2016) scales were utilized. The TFSV-
V was expanded with 15 new items to capture evolving technology and societal changes.

Procedure
® An online survey was conducted in Japan
® This study was conducted with the approval of the Ethical Review Committee

Data Analysis
® The participants were divided by type of sexual violence victimization, and the breakdown of the number of
participants was calculated.
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v the number of individuals who experienced online sexual violence exceeded those who experienced offline sexual
violence.

v’ With the continuous evolution of technology, it is anticipated that the number of victims will increase.

v’ Future efforts should focus on distinguishing trauma symptoms stemming from online and offline sexual violence
incidents and developing appropriate therapeutic strategies.
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